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represent the Government of the United States in the Philippines,
that this situation is no longer in existence, and that Quezon himself
1s now at the seat of the Government of the United States, the need
for a High Commissioner at this moment seems unnecessary. In other
words, Quezon can consult with you and me and the Interior Depart-
ment in person at any time he wants—and we with him.

In view of the fact that Sayre has resigned and his resignation has
been accepted ° I am inclined to agree with Quezon that it is wholly
unnecessary just now to fill the place.

What do you think of leaving it vacant for the time being ?

F[raxgrin] D. R[oosEvELT]

124.11B/504
Memorandum by the Secretary of State to President Roosevelt

[WasHiNeTON,] July 24,1942,

Referring to your memorandum of July 28 in regard to the High
Commissionership to the Philippines:

Having deemed it desirable to discuss this matter with the Secre-
tary of the Interior, I find that Mr. Ickes and I are in agreement as
follows:

If the post of High Commissioner is left vacant, various difficulties,
some administrative and some political, are likely to arise.

However, under the circumstances, probably the most practical
thing to do is to leave the post vacant for the time being. We would
suggest that, to anyone who may make inquiry regarding the vacancy,
including President Quezon himself, it be made clear that the matter
of making an appointment is merely held in suspense and is not in-
tended to effect a disappearance of the position.™

ClorperL] H[vLy]

740.0011 Pacific War/3025

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Quezon)
o President Roosevelt ™

WasHiNgToN, December 5, 1942,
My Drar Mr. Presipent: Although some time ago the White House
announced that “insofar as notice of December 7 by the President is

™ Mr. Sayre's resignation was dated March 23. It was accepted by President
Roosevelt on June 30.

™ By Executive Order No. 9245, September 16, 1942, President Roosevelt trans-
ferred to the Secretary of the Interior the functions of United States High
Commissioner to the Philippines.

" Copy transmitted to the Department by President Roosevelt on December 7
for preparation of reply.
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concerned, he feels that it should be observed as a day of silence in
remembrance of a great infamy”, I do not think that I am contraven-
ing your wishes by writing you this letter and by reminding you that
on December 9, 1941 (which was December 8 in Washington) I sent
you the following telegram :

[Here follows text of telegram printed on page 882.]

One year has passed. The Battle of the Philippines has confirmed
the statement contained in that telegram. More than 20,000 Filipino
soldiers gave their lives in the war against Japan. Many thousands
more have been wounded or are missing, and no less than 60,000 are
now suffering the moral and physical tortures of imprisonment. Re-
cent radio broadcasts from Japanese transmitters show that the armed
forces of Japan in the Philippines have been engaged in attacking
Filipino fighters who refuse to surrender. These countrymen of
mine remain active in the hills of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao.
They do not accept defeat, and they are determined to show Japan
that the spirit of resistance has not been crushed. You understand,
Mr. President, my grief over the invasion of my country and the occu-
pation by the enemy with the consequent suffering that my people
must bear every day.

But on this occasion, one year after the wholly unprovoked attack
on the Philippines by the Japanese forces, Isee that the United Nations
have taken the offensive. The future looks brighter. And I hope that
I am justified in feeling that the deliverance of my people will be not
toolong delayed.

I also want to say on this occasion that the Japanese attack on the
Philippines was not an unmixed evil. It has sealed the friendship of
Americans and Filipinos with blood. And it has thereby proved that
our spiritual ties, forged through the last forty years cannot be
broken. In our misfortune the Filipino people and I find further
consolation in the evidences you have given—and with you, your
Government and your people—that everything will be done by the
United States to insure that the Philippines which will come out of
this war will be a prosperous, happy and free Philippines.

With assurances of my devotion, I am

Very sincerely yours, Mawvuern L. Qurzox

740.0011 Pacific War /3025

President Roosevelt to the President of the Philippine Commonwealth
(Quezon)™

My Desr Mr. PresioEnT: Your letter of December 5, 1942 is most
gratifying. It is good to recall your inspiring telegram of December

® Draft transmitted to President Roosevelt by the Secretary of State on
December 11; letter sent by President Roosevelt on December 12.
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9, 1941. The assurance contained in that message has indeed been
fulfilled—immeasurably so. I have never for a moment doubted that
the courage, faith and determination of the Filipino people would
carry them through their present period of adversity. The uncom-
plaining manner in which your people have endured the physical suf-
fering and mental anguish resulting from acts of the enemy has been
an inspiring example to the people of the United States.

I share with you, I scarcely need say, the grief you feel over the
invasion of the Islands and the consequent suffering which your people
are undergoing. That grief is widespread in this country and springs
not alone from the several decades of friendship and understanding
that have subsisted between the two peoples, but from the admiration
which we feel for the unflinching stand which the Filipino people
have taken in the ranks of all the freedom-loving peoples who are
resolved to bring about the defeat of the unholy union of selfish
nations bent on destroying democratic forms of government. Today
we of the United Nations are striking at the enemy with ever stronger
blows. The Japanese will be driven from the Philippines and the
Filipino people will have their freedom restored and their independ-
ence established. The many thousands of Filipino soldiers who have
given their lives for the cause of freedom and the many other thou-
sands who have been wounded or are missing will not have made the
sacrifice in vain.

With assurances of my highest esteem, I am

Very sincerely yours, [Frangrin D. RooseveLt]



